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	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Title 
	Low Concept title is used. Title is original and related to paper's content. 
	Low Concept title is used, but title is either trite or unrelated to paper's content. 
	Low Concept title is used, but title is trite and unrelated to paper's content. 
	High Concept title is used. 

	Introduction (Organization) 
	The attention grabber is inviting, is related to the main topic, and the turning point is clearly described. 
	The turning point is clearly described, but the attention grabber is either weak, too obvious to say, or is unrelated to the main topic. 
	The attention grabber is strong, but the turning point is either too long or too brief. 
	The introduction lacks an effective attention grabber and fails to clearly describe the turning point. 

	Thesis Statement 
	The thesis clearly states the writer's position using parallel sentence structure. 
	The thesis states the writer's position, but the sentence is not in parallel structure. 
	The thesis uses weak or awkward wording, may include the reader, and may or may not use parallel structure. 
	The entire paper appears to be about the turning point, rather the three ways the writer was changed because of the turning point. 

	Sequencing (Organization) 
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting. 
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

	Support for Topic (Content) 
	All three body paragraphs are fully developed with rich examples and relevant to the thesis statement. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one body paragraph lacks development and needs more examples. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but more than one paragraph lacks examples needed. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. 

	Word Choice 
	Impressive figurative language examples; writer uses a mix of sentence types to add interest and variety.   
	Adequate use of figurative language and mix of sentence types. 
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. May have few sentence type variations. 
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest. Jargon or clichés may be present and detract from the meaning. 

	Flow & Rhythm (Sentence Fluency) 
	All sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud. Each sentence is clear and has an obvious emphasis. 
	Almost all sentences sound natural and are easy-on-the-ear when read aloud, but 1 or 2 are stiff and awkward or difficult to understand. 
	Most sentences sound natural when read aloud, but several are stiff and awkward or are difficult to understand. 
	Sentences are difficult to read aloud because they sound awkward, are distractingly repetitive, or are difficult to understand. 

	Conclusion (Organization) 
	The conclusion is strong, has a transitional word or phrase, summarizes the main ideas, and closes the paper with an effective clincher statement 
	The conclusion is pretty good, but does not include one of the things mentioned in the box to the left. 
	The conclusion does not include two of the following: transition, summary, and/or clincher statement. 
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 

	Capitalization & Punctuation (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read. 
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 


