
Sentence Transitions
Transitions within a Paragraph



Sentence Transitions
Transitions between sentences help 
readers see the connection between 
one sentence and the next one.



Sentence Transitions
Not every sentence should have a 
transition; rather, transitions 
tend to appear in every few 
sentences, such as when the 
paragraph is changing directions or 
bringing up a new idea.



Sentence Transitions
One of the most common ways to make 
transitions is by using transition 
words, also known as conjunctive 
adverbs.



therefore however then first

consequently on the other 
hand

next second

thus conversely afterwards third

additionally rather later finally

similarly for example meanwhile in other words



Sentence Transitions
• Transition words are usually followed by a comma. 
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• One of my favorite hobbies is traveling. Therefore, I decided to 
get a job that paid me to travel because I just couldn’t afford 
my habit.
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• When you use a transition word to connect the ideas in two 

sentences, you can punctuate your sentences with either a 
period or a semicolon.
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Sentence Transitions
• When you use a transition word to connect the ideas in two 

sentences, you can punctuate your sentences with either a 
period or a semicolon.

• One of my favorite hobbies is traveling. Therefore, I decided to 
get a job that paid me to travel because I just couldn’t afford 
my habit.

• Frank needed a composition course to graduate from Las 
Positas College; therefore, he enrolled in English 1A.



One of my favorite hobbies is traveling. I decided to get a job 
that paid me to travel because I just couldn’t afford my habit. I 
worked for a company called Off-Road where I led bicycle 
trips. It was a really hard job. I got to spend two months living 
and working in France’s wine country. I went to the south and 
stood on the red carpet where they hold the Cannes Film 
Festival. Riding bikes all summer was great and traveling 
around France was incredible. The job was too much work and 
not enough play. While it fed my traveling addiction, I knew that 
job wasn’t for me.
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Sentence Transitions
• Transitions make the paragraph much clearer, helping readers 

see the connections between the sentences. 

• Notice that transitions do not appear in every sentence, just 
when the connection between ideas would not be clear without 
them.


