“The Sky is Gray” is set during World War II and takes place in a small town in Louisiana.  The story centers on an African-American mother and her son; they, like all blacks living in the South at that time, were affected by “Jim Crow” laws. 

Jim Crow
The term comes from an internationally famous song from the 1830s sung by a white entertainer in black face make-up.

U.S. Supreme Court in 1896 ruled segregation of races in public accommodations was legal.  This judgment, “separate but equal,” became popularly known as Jim Crow laws.

Jim Crow railroad cars came first, then waiting rooms, factory entrances, even factory windows.  Jim Crow said white nurses couldn’t tend black patients, and vice versa.  Black barbers couldn’t cut the hair of white women and children. Even prostitution was segregated.  Most damaging was the separation of education of white and black schools; white schools typically received as much as ten times more funding than black schools.  
Where laws failed to keep African-Americans in place, the terror of lynching was used.  Blacks were strung up throughout the South through much of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century…lynchings became so commonplace that they were advertised in newspapers, providing a sort of spectator sport.
This Supreme Court ruling was not overturned until the 1950s (Brown vs. Board of Education).
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